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Subpart D - Walking-Working Surfaces
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(a) (18) Employees shall not work on scaffolds during storms or high winds.

(19) Employees shall not work on scaffolds which are covered with
ice or snow, unless all ice or snow is removed and planking
sanded to prevent slipping.

(20) Tools, materials, and debris shall not be allowed to accumu-
late in quantities to cause a hazard.

(21) Only treated or protected fiber rope shall be used for or near any
work involving the use of corrosive substances or chemicals.
(22) Wire or fiber rope used for scaffold suspension shall be capa-

ble of supporting at least six times the intended load.

(23) When acid solutions are used for cleaning buildings over 50
feet in height, wire rope supported scaffolds shall be used.

(24) The use of shore scaffolds or lean-to scaffolds is prohibited.

(25) Lumber sizes, when used in this section, refer to nominal sizes
except where otherwise stated.

(26) Scaffolds shall be securedto permanent structures, through use
of anchor bolts, reveal bolts, or other equivalent means. Window
cleaners' anchor bolts shall not be used.

(27) Special precautions shall be taken to protect scaffold members,
including any wire or fiber ropes, when using a heat-producing
process.

(b) General requirements for wood pole scaffolds.
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(1) Scaffold poles shall bear on a foundation of sufficient size and
strength to spread the load from the poles over a sufficient area
to prevent settlement. All poles shall be set plumb.

(2) Where wood poles are spliced, the ends shall be squared and
the upper section shall rest squarely on the lower section. Wood
splice plates shall be provided on at least two adjacent sides
and shall not be less than 4 feet 0 inches in length, overlapping
the abutted ends equally, and have the same width and not less
than the cross-sectional area of the pole. Splice plates of other
materials of equivalent strength may be used.

(3) Independent pole scaffolds shall be set as near to the wall of
the building as practicable.

(4) All pole scaffolds shall be securely guyed or tied to the building
or structure. Where the height or length exceeds 25 feet, the
scaffold shall be secured at intervals not greater than 25 feet
vertically and horizontally.

(5) Putlogs or bearers shall be set with their greater dimensions
vertical, long enough to project over the ledgers of the inner and
outer rows of poles at least 3 inches for proper support.

(6) Every wooden putlogon single pole scaffolds shall be rein-
forced with a 3/16 x 2-inch steel strip or equivalent secured to
its lower edge throughout its entire length.

(7) Ledgers shall be long enough to extend over two pole spaces.
Ledgers shall not be spliced between the poles. Ledgers shall
be reinforced by bearing blocks securely nailed to the side of
the pole to form a support for the ledger.

(8) Diagonal bracing shall be provided to prevent the poles from
moving in a direction parallel with the wall of the building, or
from buckling.

(9) Cross bracing shall be provided between the inner and outer sets
of poles in independent pole scaffolds. The free ends of pole
scaffolds shall be cross braced.

(10) Full diagonal face bracing shall be erected across the entire
face of pole scaffolds in both directions. The braces shall be
spliced at the poles.

(11) Platform planks shall be laid with their edges close together so
the platform will be tight with no spaces through which tools or
fragments of material can fall.

(12) Where planking is lapped, each plank shall lap its end sup-
ports at least 12 inches. Where the ends of planks abut each
other to form a flush floor, the butt joint shall be at the center-
line of a pole. The abutted ends shall rest on separate bearers.
Intermediate beams shall be provided where necessary to pre-
vent dislodgment of planks due to deflection, and the ends
shall be nailed or cleated to prevent their dislodgment.

(13) When a scaffold turns a corner, the platform planks shall be laid
to prevent tipping. The planks that meet the corner putlog at an
angle shall be laid first, extending over the diagonally placed
putlog far enough to have a good safe bearing, but not far
enough to involve any danger from tipping. The planking run-
ning in the opposite direction at right angles shall be laid so as
to extend over and rest on the first layer of planking.
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(b)(14) When moving platforms to the next level, the old platform shall

be left undisturbed until the new putlogs or bearers have been
set in place, ready to receive the platform planks.

(15) Guardrails not less than 2 x 4 inches or the equivalent and not
less than 36 inches or more than 42 inches high, with a mid-
rail, when required, of 1- x 4-inch lumber or equivalent, and
toeboards, shall be installed at all open sides on all scaffolds
more than 10 feet above the ground or floor. Toeboards shall
be a minimum of 4 inches in height. Wire mesh shall be
installed in accordance with paragraph (a)(17) of this section.

(16) All wood pole scaffolds 60 feet or less in height shall be con-
structed and erected in accordance with Tables D-7 through D-
12 of this section. If they are over 60 feet in height they shall
be designed by a registered professional engineer and con-
structed and erected in accordance with such design. A copy
of the typical drawings and specifications shall be made avail-
able to the employer and for inspection purposes.

(17) Wood-pole scaffolds shall not be erected beyond the reach of
effective firefighting apparatus.

Table D-7 - Minimum Nominal Size and Maximum Spacing of Members of
Single Pole Scaffolds - Light Duty

Maximum height of scaffold

20 feet 60 feet
Uniformly distributed load Not to:;(rc::dff Ibs.
Poles or uprights 2by4in. 4by4in.
Pole spacing (longitudinal) 6 ft. 0in. 10 ft.0in.
Maximum width of scaffold 5ft. 0in. 5ft. 0in.
Bearers or putlogs to 3 ft. 0 in. width 2by4in. 2by4in.
Bearers or putlogs to 5 ft. 0 in. width Zgifini'n.or 3 ti/iyir?.i[]rbz;h)
Ledgers 1by4in. 11/4by 9in.
Planking 1 1/4 by 9 in. (rough) 2by9in.
Vertical spacing of horizontal members 7 ft. 0in. 7 ft. 0in.
Bracing, horizontal and diagonal 1by4in 1by 4in.
Tie-ins 1by4in. 1by4in.
Toeboards 4 in. high (minimum) 4 in. high (minimum)
Guardrail 2by4in. 2 by 4in.

All members except planking are used on edge.

Table D-8 - Minimum Nominal Size and Maximum Spacing of Members of
Single Pole Scaffolds - Medium Duty

Uniformly distributed load Not to exceed 50 pounds per sq. ft.
Maximum height of scaffold 60 ft.

Poles or uprights 4 by 4in

Pole spacing (longitudinal) 8 ft.0in.

Maximum width of scaffold 51ft. 0in.

Bearers or putlogs 2by9in.or3by4in.
Spacing of bearers or putlogs 8 ft. 0in.

Ledgers 2by9in.

Vertical spacing of horizontal members 9ft. 0in.

Bracing, horizontal 1by6in.or11/4 by 4in.
Bracing, diagonal 1by4in.

Tie-ins 1by4in.

Planking 2by9in.

Toeboards 4 in. high (minimum)
Guardrail 2by4in.

All members except planking are used on edge.



